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Education Kokomo Humane Society Mission 

Improving the lives of and preventing 
cruelty to domestic and companion 
animals through humane education, 

shelter, and uniting pets with families. 

Itõs time to make living ethically, sustainably, and peaceably on this planet the very purpose of education.  

www.humaneeducation.org 

As the holidays approach, it is important 
to keep ourselves and our furry friends 
safe and stress-free. Here are a few tips 
to make the season bright!  
A few common household plants are poi-
sonous and even fatal to our four-legged 
friends. These include poinsettias, mistle-
toe, ivy and holly berries. Check with your 
veterinarian if you arenôt sure before buy-
ing, or keep plants in a room inaccessible 
to your pets. 
If you have a Christmas tree, discourage 
your cat or dog from hanging around it.  
For a cat, your tree looks like THE BEST 
CLIMBING POST OF ALL TIME, which 
often results in the ñoverturned tree and 
busted heirloom ornament fiasco.ò If you 
donôt mind kitty climbing the tree, anchor 
it to the wall, avoid glass ornaments and 
decorate with pet-safe items like dried 
flowers and pine cones. Small ornaments 
and especially tinsel are very attractive to 

cats and dogs, and can cause choking or 
intestinal problems if swallowed.  
If you plan on entertaining for the holi-
days, keep things ñlow-keyò. Seclusion in 
another room or creating a special safe 
place for your pet is a stress saver. This 
can save your sanity as well, as a relaxed 
pet is much less likely to destroy furniture 
and have ôaccidents.ô   
NEVER give your pet real animal bones 
because they splinter and fragment easily 
causing choking or internal injuries. Also, 
try to avoid feeding scraps from the table. 
That pitiful look and those big, sad eyes 
are tempting, but donôt give in. A great 
rule of thumb is this: Fido is NOT a gar-
bage disposal! Sudden changes in a petôs 
diet often results in diarrhea and stomach 
pain. As always, provide fresh food and 
water, exercise often and remember to 
give your pet lots and LOTS of love. óTis 
the season after all!   

Why DO Cats Do That?  
Why does my cat groom ME? The first thing a kitten experiences 
is being licked and washed by its mother. If you cat occasionally 
grooms you, it is a great expression of caring. 
Why do they always go to the guest who doesnôt like cats? 
Usually, the person who doesnôt like cats avoids them. As a result 
the cat interprets this as ñcat-friendlyò behavior, as it is the oppo-
site of an aggressive act.    

Holiday Hints  
For you and 

your pet! 


