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u KIDS AND ANIMAL CRUELTYï 

KNOW THE SIGNS.....1 

u BUGS BUGGING YOU? 

WHY WE NEED THEM.2 

 

u SPRING AT THE ANIMAL 

SHELTER...ééé...2 

 Humane 
Education Kokomo Humane Society Mission 

Improving the lives of and preventing 
cruelty to domestic and companion 
animals through humane education, 

shelter, and uniting pets with families. 

Itõs time to make living ethically, sustainably, and peaceably on this planet the very purpose of education.  

www.humaneeducation.org 

National ñBe Kind to Animalsò week is 
May 4-9 this year. We hear it in the na-
tional news often; stories of dog fight-
ing, neglected pets, óAnimal Copsô TV 
shows, but where does this behavior 
stem from?  
A well-adjusted child does not become 
an adult who abuses animals. This be-
havior begins very early. As an educa-
tor, you should be able to recognize the 
signs at a young age. It is well docu-
mented that a child who abuses ani-
mals in his youth is very likely to be-
come a domestic abuser in his adult-
hood. Why the male pronoun? Statisti-
cally speaking, almost all childhood ani-
mal abusers are boys. Instances of chil-
dren killing insects are common, but 
abuse or torture of a ñpetò animal is ab-
normal at any age. Children as young 
as 4 are documented harming animals, 
though this occurs mainly in adoles-

cence. Those who are cruel to animals 
are usually associated with poor school 
performance, having few or no friends 
and a low self esteem.  
A child who intentionally harms animals 
is often displacing hostility or aggres-
sion, which stems from an abusive or 
neglectful home. Another clear warning 
sign could be if a child discusses in-
stances of animal abuse in the home. It 
is very likely that child abuse also oc-
curs in that family. 
If you suspect a child of deliberately  
harming an animal, discuss this with 
them. Discover the cause of the abuse 
and encourage empathy with questions 
such as ñHow do you think that made 
the animal feel?ò Animal cruelty is a se-
rious issue, and should be discussed 
with a counselor immediately. Even in-
nocent acts of cruelty should be ad-
dressed immediately. 

Bat Facts ï Natureôs Underrated Mammal 
Å A single brown bat can eat 1000 mosquitoes in one hour. Who needs 

bug spray?! 
Å A bat is the worldôs smallest mammal: The bumblebee bat of Thailand 

weighs as much as a dime. 
Å Giant fly foxes of Indonesia have 6-foot wingspans! Good news, they 

eat fruit, not blood!  
Å Less than 1% of bats get rabies and only bite humans in self defense.  



Icky? Bugs!  
Why We Need Them  

Why do we hate bugs and in-
sects? Why is it when you men-
tion the word ñspiderò it sends 
some people into shivery fits? 
Why does the thought of a 
cockroach make me nauseous? 
That, my friends, is best left to 
your therapist. There is one 
thing for sure, though. They 
may gross us out, but we NEED 
them.  
Did you know that without them, 
every species of animal 
(including humans) would die 
off in a matter of years? Are 
you still looking at that fly buzz-
ing on your window and won-
dering why? Well, here we go.  

It is no secret that bugs 
help pollinate flowers, 
but did you know they 
help with the pollination 
of trees as well? What is 
responsible for the re-
lease of oxygen in the 
air? That is right. Trees. 
Without bugs, weôd have 
no trees and would be 
gasping for breath at this 
very moment. You know 
those wheat, oats and 
soybeans that comprise 
our breads and grains? 
Thatôs right. Pollinated 
by insects. Those flow-
ers you got for your birth-
day, or that time when 
Mr. Charming forgot your 
anniversary? Without 
bugs, they never would 
have made it past the 
Cretaceous era.  
Insects are responsible 

for world-wide trash duty; 
they decompose waste 
and dead animals on 
every continent of this 
planet, even Antarctica! 
Even the lowly dust mite 
patrols your home, eat-
ing the one pound of skin 
flakes you shed every 
year.   
Other things youôd miss 
without insects: silk, 
honey, beeswax, medi-
cine, pretty much every 
fruit OF ALL TIME, every 
animals whose diet is 
comprised of bugs, every 
animal whose diet is 
comprised of animals 
who eat bugs, and oh 
yeah. YOU.  
So next time, think twice 
before you smush that 
hairy, scary spider.  
   

We have a busy few months com-

ing up, so contact us today if you 

would like to volunteer, or know 

someone who would! Volunteers can be as young as 

10 with a parent, and have a number of jobs they can 

do. In addition to walking dogs and petting cats, you 

can help out at our annual fundraisers and the upcom-

ing Kokomo Pet Expo.    

At the Kokomo Humane Society we are committed to 

preventing pet overpopulation and animal abandon-

ment. This takes everyoneôs cooperation to educate our 

community! Reach me at 765-452-6224 ext. 3 or 

e.auth@kokomohumane.org   

Many Thanks, Emily J. Auth,  
Community Outreach Coordinator  

Generally, or at least very often, people with a deep in-
terest in animals are the best people around.  
~ Roger Caras  

713 North Elizabeth, Kokomo IN 46901  
(765) 452-6224 

Monday-Friday 12-6 Saturday 11-4  
www.kokomohumane.org 

 

Check us out on 
myspace! 

myspace.com/
kokomohumane 

We need your help!  
Here at the  Kokomo Hu-
mane Society we some-

times receive as many as 
50 kittens and puppies 
PER DAY, and many 

pregnant females. Help 
us out: consider becom-
ing a foster family for a 

pregnant dog or cat. Talk 
to people about having 
their pet spayed or neu-
tered. It is healthier for 

their pet, and helps their 
community more than 

they can know.  

 
Emily J. Auth.  

Iôm in ur communiteh, 
 collektin ur donations.  


