Social Studies Grade 2
Civics and Government

Students will explain why communities have government and laws, demonstrate that people in the United States have both rights and responsibilities, and identify individual actions that contribute to the good of the community and nation. 

2.2.5
Identify people who are good citizens and describe the character traits that make them admirable.

Curriculum is a 2-part class, each an hour long, discussing the Humane Society and what the Humane society does. As an example students will be shown the “A New Friend for Life” DVD as an example of Humane Education, which is just one section of the Humane Societies responsibilities. 
Class 1: Emily introduces the Kokomo Humane Society


Students are first asked if they have pets, and if any of these pets have come from the Humane Society. A general discussion of what the Humane Society does ensues, covering the bases from animal sheltering, lost reclamation, stray pick up and humane education. As an example, the “A New Friend for Life” DVD is shown. This exhibits many aspects of animal shelters and the good they do for the community. After the movie student can discuss how both themselves AND their pets can be good citizens, the responsibility of pet ownership and spaying and neutering. Students are also asked to think of ways they can be good citizens by helping the shelter and other non-profit organizations. Students are then asked to organize a community service project for the Kokomo Humane Society and are given the wish list. After this discussion will be a question and answer session if time allots. 

Assignment: A paper on why helping community organizations is necessary, and what good they can do for the community. Students are asked to collect items in preparation for donation to the shelter.

Class 2: Good Citizens Help Non-Profit Organizations


Option 1: Emily will return to the classroom with Ben, the shelter humane education mascot. Students are then invited to give their opinion on the difficulties and/or pleasantries of aiding non-profit organizations. After, there will be a question and answer session and students will be allowed to spend time with Ben.  Emily can then take the items collected back to the shelter.


Option 2: Students are invited to the Kokomo Humane Society, where they will first watch “Bite Free,” a DVD on bite prevention, and are then taken on a tour of the shelter. They will get to visit with Ben and all of our other shelter mascots, as well as seeing the animals we have available for adoption. Items collected for the service project can be left at the shelter, and any treats and toys can be given to the animals directly so students can see the good they have done. 
