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u BODY LANGUAGE IN 

PETSé..WHAT YOU 

SHOULD KNOW!  

u HOWLING AT THE 

MOON...WHY DO 

DOGS DO THAT? 

 

Humane 
Education Kokomo Humane Society Mission 

Improving the lives of and preventing 
cruelty to domestic and companion 
animals through humane education, 

shelter, and uniting pets with families. 

Itõs time to make living ethically, sustainably, and peaceably on this planet the very purpose of education.  

www.humaneeducation.org 

I always like to remind students that our cat 
and dog friends donôt speak English, but 
rather, Doginese and Catonese. While they 
find humor in this statement, it is very close 
to the truth. Cats and dogs, while capable 
of vocalizations, communicate with their 
own non-verbal languages. 
Dogs use barking as their secondary 
means of communication. Their bodies and 
expressions let us know how they really 
feel. While a tail is a good mood indicator, it 
is not enough to fully allow us to ñspeak 
dog.ò  
A confident dog will stand straight and tall 
with its head held high. Ears will be perked 
and the mouth is relaxed. The tail may 
sway gently from side to side, be curled 
loosely or hang in a relaxed position. A 
happy dog will wag its tail more vigorously 
and may even pant slightly. A playful dog 
will be excited, wagging its tail rapidly and 
may even ñplay bow,ò which is seen as an 
invitation to play.  
When a dog feels submissive or threat-

ened, its behavior changes dramatically. A 
submissive dog will avoid eye contact and 
hold its tail much lower. The dog may ex-
pose its belly. An anxious dog will have 
very tense posture and a tucked tail. A fear-
ful dog will flatten its ears, tuck its tail and 
tremble.  
Dominant and aggressive behaviors in 
dogs typically indicate a territorial issue.  
A dominant dog will appear confident and 
alert, with raised hair on the back. A low 
growl is issued as a warning. An aggres-
sive dog will have narrowed eyes, a straight 
and full tail and aggressive posture. This 
dog may bare its teeth, growl or bark 
threateningly. A dominant or aggressive 
dog should be avoided. If you come into 
contact with a dog exhibiting this behavior, 
it is best to avoid eye contact and back 
away slowly. If your own pet shows this atti-
tude, it is time to enroll Fido in some 
classes. Make sure the trainer understands 
the behavioral issue so it can be corrected.  

The Ssssnake  
There are over 3,000 kinds of snakes worldwide.  
The Python can swallow an antelope whole.  
Snakes can live underground, in trees and in the ocean!  
The Anaconda can grow to be 38 feet in length.  
Snakes actually smell with their tongue.  
Snakes eat rodents. Without them, weôd be overrun with rats and mice! 

Body  

Language  

Pets Use It Too!  



While cats are capable of 
over 100 vocalizations, this is 
often reserved for humans 
only. This ploy gets our atten-
tion, but it is difficult to trans-
late ñmrow mrow.ò It would be 
useful to understand which 
noise means hungry and 
which means ñclean my litter 
box,ò but without that technol-
ogy we can learn about their 
moods by their body lan-
guage. A cat uses its whole 
body to communicate. The tail 
is a strong indication, but the 
ears, eyes, face, legs and hair 
also play a part.   

A friendly, happy cat will 
have an upright tail, open 
eyes and alert ears. The 
tail may also quiver, mean-
ing the cat is very happy to 
see its owner. An angry 
cat may also have an up-
right tail, but it will be full 
and bristled. Its ears will 
be flat against the side of 
the head, and the back 
may be arched. It may be 
hissing and baring its 
teeth.  
A tail that is halfway up 
means the cat is friendly 
but unsure about the situa-
tion. The same is true for a 
tail held aloft with the end 
crooked.  
A cat who has been 
scolded or is scared will 
tuck its tail between its 
legs, similar to a dog.  
The warning issued by a 
tail rapidly swishing from 
side to side should NOT 
be ignored. This means 

the cat is feels threatened. 
However, a slight twitching 
at the end of a catôs tail 
merely indicates its inter-
est in something. Perhaps 
the greatest insult of all is 
the upright tail with a cas-
ual flick at the end. This 
means the cat acknowl-
edges your presence, but 
has other pressing things 
at the moment.  
Eye contact is also impor-
tant for cats. Those dilated 
pupils that make them look 
adorable could just mean 
excitement, but can indi-
cate fear or pain as well. 
Paying close attention to 
the rest of the cat will help 
determine the catôs mood. 
Eyelids that are half-
closed or drooping often 
indicate comfort and even 
trust. What about head 
butting? That is the cat 
equivalent of a handshake.  
 

 

It is time for a new year, 365 

days of memories to make and 

special times to share with 

friends and family! Our resolution this year is to help 

as many kids as possible learn how to be safe 

around pets. Schedule a visit today- Ben and I are 

ready to come to your classroom for a visit. At the 

Kokomo Humane Society we are committed to pre-

venting pet overpopulation and animal abandon-

ment. This takes everyoneôs cooperation to educate 

our community! Reach me at 765-452-6224 ext. 3 

or e.auth@kokomohumane.org   

Many Thanks, Emily J. Auth,  
Community Outreach Coordinator  

If you want to write, keep cats. - Aldous Huxley   

713 North Elizabeth, Kokomo IN 46901  
(765) 452-6224 

Monday-Friday 12-6 Saturday 11-4  
www.kokomohumane.org 

 

Check us out on  
facebook,  myspace 

and twitter! 

Howlinô at the Moon 
Dogs and wolves alike 
use howling as a form 

of indicating many 
things. A howl from a 
wolf says ñIôm here!ò   

 
With dogs, howling 

may be a way to say 
ñIôm lonely.ò Since 

dogs are very social 
animals, scientists be-
lieve howling is an at-

tempt to find other 
playmates.   

Yappy New Year? 
We hope it is the best ever! 

Body Language Continued...  


