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u BODY LANGUAGE IN
PETSé . . HAf YOU
SHOULD KNOw!

U HOWLING AT THE
MOON...WHY DO
DOGS DO THAT?
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BOd | always like to remind students that our cat  ened, its behavior changes dramatically. A

y and dog friends don 6 tsumsnssvadog\lragoldeye bontactandt

Lang uage rather, Doginese and Catonese. While they  hold its tail much lower. The dog may ex-
find humor in this statement, it is very close  pose its belly. An anxious dog will have

Pets Use It Too!  tothe truth. Cats and dogs, while capable very tense posture and a tucked tail. A fear-

of vocalizations, communicate with their ful dog will flatten its ears, tuck its tail and
own non-verbal languages. tremble.

Dogs use barking as their secondary Dominant and aggressive behaviors in
means of communication. Their bodies and  dogs typically indicate a territorial issue.
expressions let us know how they really A dominant dog will appear confident and

feel. While a tail is a good mood indicator, it  alert, with raised hair on the back. A low
is not enough to f ul |gyowlaslissuedas avgarnihngoAndggese a k

dog. o sive dog will have narrowed eyes, a straight
A confident dog will stand straight and tall and full tail and aggressive posture. This
with its head held high. Ears will be perked  dog may bare its teeth, growl or bark

and the mouth is relaxed. The tail may threateningly. A dominant or aggressive
sway gently from side to side, be curled dog should be avoided. If you come into
loosely or hang in a relaxed position. A contact with a dog exhibiting this behavior,
happy dog will wag its tail more vigorously it is best to avoid eye contact and back

and may even pant slightly. A playful dog away slowly. If your own pet shows this atti-

will be excited, wagging its tail rapidly and tude, it is time to enroll Fido in some

may even fiplay bow, 0 classéscMakeiswse thre ganar uralerstaads
invitation to play. the behavioral issue so it can be corrected.
When a dog feels submissive or threat-

The Ssssnake

There are over 3,000 kinds of snakes worldwide.

The Python can swallow an antelope whole.

Snakes can live underground, in trees and in the ocean!

The Anaconda can grow to be 38 feet in length.

Snakes actually smell with their tongue.

Snakes eat rodent s. Wit hout them, we




While cats are capable of

over 100 vocalizations, this is

often reserved for humans

only. This ploy gets our atten-
tion, but it is difficult to trans-

| at e
useful to understand which
noise means hungry and
whi ch means
box, 0 but

moods by their body lan-
guage. A cat uses its whole

body to communicate. The tail
is a strong indication, but the
ears, eyes, face, legs and hair

also play a part.

fi c Icreaked. my

Body Language Continued...

A friendly, happy cat will
have an upright tail, open
eyes and alert ears. The
tail may also quiver, mean-
ing the cat is very happy to
see its owner. An angry
cat may also have an up-
right tail, but it will be full
and bristled. Its ears will
be flat against the side of
the head, and the back
may be arched. It may be
hissing and baring its
teeth.

A tail that is halfway up
means the cat is friendly

i mr ow mr o \butansuretabout the ditwh-

tion. The same is true for a
tail held aloft with the end

scolded or is scared will
tuck its tail between its
legs, similar to a dog.
The warning issued by a
tail rapidly swishing from
side to side should NOT
be ignored. This means

the cat is feels threatened.
However, a slight twitching
at the end
merely indicates its inter-
est in something. Perhaps
the greatest insult of all is
the upright tail with a cas-
ual flick at the end. This
means the cat acknowl-
edges your presence, but
has other pressing things
at the moment.
Eye contact is also impor-
tant for cats. Those dilated
pupils that make them look
adorable could just mean
bexcitement, but can indi-
cate fear or pain as well.
Paying close attention to

| i t t e rtherestof the cat will help
wi t h Awatwho haalbeent e ¢ h ndoelt-er mi ne
ogy we can learn about their

Eyelids that are half-
closed or drooping often
indicate comfort and even
trust. What about head
butting? That is the cat
equivalent of a handshake.

Yappy New Year?

We hope it is the best ever!

It is time for a new year, 365

days of memories to make and

special times to share with
friends and family! Our resolution this year is to help
as many kids as possible learn how to be safe
around pets. Schedule a visit today- Ben and | are
ready to come to your classroom for a visit. At the
Kokomo Humane Society we are committed to pre-
venting pet overpopulation and animal abandon-

me nt Thi s

t akes

our community! Reach me at 765-452-6224 ext. 3
or e.auth@kokomohumane.org

Many Thanks, Emily J. Auth,

Community Outreach Coordinator

If you want to write, keep cats. - Aldous Huxley
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Dogs and wolves alike
use howling as a form
of indicating many
things. A howl from a

says

wo | f

With dogs, howling

may be a way to say

Al 6 m
dogs are very social
animals, scientists be-
lieve howling is an at-
tempt to find other

playmates.

Check us out on

facebook, myspace
and twitter!
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713 North Elizabeth, Kokomo IN 46901
(765) 4526224
Monday-Friday 126 Saturday 14
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