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Did You Know?

May 3-8 is National Be Kind
to Animals Week. Think of
ways you can show all
animals you care!

From Wolf to Poodle

Based on DNA evidence,
modern domestic dogs de-
scended from a variety of an-
cient canines. The most com-
mon ancestor is the grey wolf
(Canus lupus), a close relative
of modern shepherd dogs.
The domestication of the dog
and subsequent
transformation
into the modern
pedigree varie-
ties began over
10,000 years
ago. This domes-
tication began
with humans in-
teracting with wolves in East
Asia and quickly spread
around the world.

There are many possible ways
in which this process began.
Abandoned wolf cubs were
often adopted by humans as
companions and hunting part-
ners, used as beasts of bur-
den and even

possible sources of meat and
fur. As humans migrated
around the globe, their dogs
went with them. The lifestyle of
man changed from hunting
and gathering to farming and
urbanization, and the dog
population began to change as
; well. A need for
specialization
was formed, and
selective breed-
ing resulted in
the variety of
dogs we have
today. Each

: breed of dog
was created for a specific pur-
pose, even if that purpose was
simply keeping its master com-
pany. As a result of this selec-
tive breeding, a variety of
sizes, coat color, body struc-
ture and behaviors are the de-
fining characteristics of spe-
cific breeds.

Continued on page 2



Domestication Continued

Herding dogs, for example, were
bred to control a flock. Members
of this group include shepherds,
border collies, corgis and cattle
dogs. Gun dogs, those used in
hunting, were bred specifically to
identify prey, inform their master,
and bring it back to them.
Retrieving is a behavior bred into
these dogs, which include point-
ers, setters, spaniels and of
course, retrievers.

Mastiff-type dogs were bred for
war, protection and guard work.
Terriers, in turn, were bred for
hunting small prey. They are
notoriously stubborn but very
intelligent.

Stange Pets

Meet Yoda, the cat with 4 ears.
He was adopted by Valerie and
Ted Rock of Chicago, lllinios. Hi
vet has no explanation for his
strange ears, but other similar
mutations have occurred in
other cats in Europe . Despite
his appearance, the Rocks insis
he is a completely normal cat.

The

relatively modern invention.
While many of these smaller
dogs served a specific purpose
at one time, they are now mostly
kept as companions.
The symbiotic relationship
between dogs and man has been
the subject of many historical
works. Cave paintings detalil
wolves hunting alongside
humans. Historical documents
depict dogs as war heroes,
antique photographs show dogs
and children, and modern media
is full of stories of dogs helping
humans. This special partnership
has given us companions,
unconditional love and affection
from our special four-legged
capine friends. .
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Our take
Despite their breeding or
possible mixed heritage, dogs of
all shapes and sizes are
wonderful companions to
humans. Whether you prefer
mixed mutts or a specific breed,

we are sure you agree!
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