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Since the 1800s, the American Pit Bull Terrier has 

held a prominent place in American history. From its 

early days as a dog of war to modern scandals, it 

has been a dog thrust into the limelight.  
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for all ages on a wealth of topics. Since the shelter receives over 4,500 animals a year, it begs 
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There is a crisis in this coun-
try, and indeed, world wide. 
Cultural disputes, animal 
rights groups and pet owners 
constantly disagree on the 
treatment, care and place of 
pets in modern society. 
To other cultures, it 
looks almost as though 
we worship our four-
legged friends. We 
have giant stores dedi-
cated to their care, special 
doctors devoted just to them, 
clothing, insurance, accesso-
ries, parks and even day     
cares. However, on behalf of 
the millions of cats and dogs 
abandoned and euthanized in 
shelters each year, this seems 
like a serious discrepancy.  

Ideally, in America, a cat or 
dog is an essential part of the 
family. They are loved, cared 
for and paid attention to. By 
creating a standard definition 
of proper pet care, we estab-

lish a guideline for stu-
dents. Here at the 
Kokomo Humane Soci-
ety, we teach students 
to follow a set of 5 ba-
sic needs all animals 

(including humans) need to 
stay happy and healthy. By 
creating a link between our 
needs and theirs, we allow for 
empathy between the stu-
dents and pets. When they 
can see it from their side of 
the story, they can relate.   
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Cat Facts 

being suitable working dogs in search 

and rescue, police and service indus-

tries. However, the pit bull controversy 

continues. Recent dog fighting and at-

tack news reports have once again 

shed a negative light on the breed. 

Some believe they should be banned 

altogether, though caring pit bull owners 

stringently oppose this.  

Characteristics of breed are loyalty, 

friendliness with a strong prey drive to-

wards small animals. The reports of ex-

treme aggression stem from their train-

ability. If a pit bull, as with any dog, is 

trained to be aggressive, it will be. Fear 

and ignorance are the worst enemies of 

this intelligent dog with a long standing 

American history.  

Animal Focus: The Chicken 

Chickens were domesticated in Asia over 10,000 
years ago. There are now over 150 different varie-
ties world wide. They are omnivores, eating seeds, 
insects and even mice in the wild. They have a life-

span of 5 to 11 years, depending on the breed. Hens 
living in commercial farms can produce as many as 
300 eggs per year, and the eggs themselves grow larger with age. 
Depending on the breed, eggs range in color from white to brown, 

green to pink and even blue! There is a special breed of chicken 
called a Silkie, which has fluffy cotton-like feathers, black skin and 

black bones. The black meat from the Silkie is considered a delicacy 
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Chickens are flock fowl and establish a communal social order. 
When a rooster finds food, he calls the other chickens to eat it first. 

Though typically seen as unintelligent, 
recent tests have shown that even baby 
chicks recognize social order and distin-
guish between many different humans!  

Female cats as young as four 
months can become pregnant, 
and can have 2-3 litters of kit-
tens per year. Theoretically, 
an unsprayed female and all 
of her offspring will number 

over 420,000 cats in less than 
7 years. Please, have your 
pets spayed or neutered.  

 The violent origins of the pit bull are 

based in European bull and bear baiting 

rings. Once this sport was deemed ille-

gal, the breed was used to kill rats in 
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dog fighters, a slow but steady reputa-

tion was building as a house pet. By 

World War 1, the Pit Bull was used as a 

delivery dog on the battlefield. They fi-

nally received some good press in Hol-

lywood in movies like The Little Ras-

cals, but still retained a reputation in the 

crime underworld as fighting dogs.    

Today, Pit Bulls are active in agility and 

obedience competitions, as well as 
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Our take 
There is no such thing as a bad dog.  There 
is, unfortunately, such thing as an owner 

who is either completely ignorant of 
proper dog training, or knowingly and 

intentionally trains a dog to be aggressive. 
We have seen many successful adoptions 
of pit bulls and related breeds to loving, 
forever homes dedicated to the proper 
training and socialization of their dog.   


